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Per  capita  meat  production  during  I9i|7  is  expected  to  be  slightly  larger  than 
in  1946,  and,  except  for  the  recent  war  years,  the  largest  since  World  War  I.  Beef 
supplies  promise  to  be  large  in  I91+7.  Pork  Production  for  1947  as  a  whole  may  nearly 
equal  that  of  1946,  although  output  will  be  seasonally  small  during  the  second  and 
third  quarters.    Lamb  output  will  be  the  smallest  in  several  years. 
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Pricos  of  fed  cattle,  especially  of  too  grades,  are  expected  to  decline 
scmewhat  froiu  early  January  levels.     Marketings  of  such  cattle  v/ill  increase 
through  tho  spring.     Prices  of  lovj-er  grade  fed  cattle  and  of  stocker  and  feeder 
cattle  probably  v;ill  continue  relatively  high.     Supplies  of  these  cattle  v/ill  be 
seasonally  small.     Hog  prices  are  expected  to  remain  near  present  high  levels 
during  the  spring  and  summer  as  marketings  will  decline  more  than  seasonally. 
Lamb  slauglxter  v;ill  be  smaller  in  1547  than  in  1546.     Prices  of  lambs  ivill  be 
higher  relative  to  1S46  than  prices  of  other  livestock. 

Meat-animal  prices  generally  will  be  higher  during  the  first  half  of  1947 
than  in  the  first  half  of  1546  v.'her.  price  ceilings  v/ere  in  effect.     In  the  latter 
half  of  1947,  hoY;ever,  prices  are  expected  to  decline. 

Domestic  civilian  meat  su;;~plies  in  1947  m.ay  average  around  150  pounds  per 
person,  about  5  pounds  more  than  in  1546  and  the  largest  since  1911.     Dressed  meai 
sutput  this  year  may  total  nearly  22  billion  pounds,  somev/hat  more  than  in  1546 
and  around  30  percent  more  than  average  production  in  1937-41.     Exports  of  meat 
and  mdlitary  purchases  this  year  are  likely  to  be  materially  less  than  the  2.3 
billion  pounds  in  1946. 

All  of  the  iricrease  in  m^at  ourput  in  1947  will  be  in  beef  and  possibly 
veal.     A  near-record  number  of  cattle  wc- s  on  grain  feed  January  1,  prom.ising 
a  large  cattle  slaughter  during  the  first  9  monti;s  of  li;47.     But  the  number  of 
sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  January  1  v/as  12  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  and 
11  percent  less  tnan  the  1941-46  average.     Total  hog  slaugnter  from  April  through 
September  will  be  smaller  tl^an  a  year  earlier,  partly  as  a  result  of  an  11 
percent  reduction  in  the  1946  fall  pig  crop.     Slaughter  during  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  year,  however,  will  be  large  as  a  result  of  a  prospectively  large 
1947  spring  pig  crop. 

(p'or  release  January  28,  A.H.  ) 
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T!ie  1946  pig  crop  totalrsd  slightly  more  than  85  million  lieod,  4  percent 
less  than  in  1945,  and  the  cinallest  since  1940,     All  of  tne  decraac?  v/as  in 
the  fall  crop  which  was  11  percent  below  1945. 

Compared  with  1946,  about  6  percent  more  sows  are  expected  to  farrow  in 
tlie  1947  spring  season  (Deceraber  1946-May  1947  )  according  to  farm-rs'  int:,ntions 
reported  about  December  1.     ^Qg^^i^  indicated  number  of  sov/s  to  f^rrov; 

in  the  spring  of  1947  and  the  1935-44  average  size  of  litters.  ,   the  l'o'47 
spring  pig  crop  would  total  about  53  million  head,  or  f^.bout  one-half  million 
more  thtan  the  1946  spring  pig  crop.     The  inaicated  increcse  oi'  £  percent  in 
the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  is,  however,  considerably  smaller 
than  has  occurred  in  years  when  hog-feed  price  relationships  were  not  as 
favorable  as  those  of  the  current  season. 

Total  hog  sl<;ughter  ivil]   decline  seasonally  after  January  or  early 
February,     A  secondary  peak  in  hog  slaughter  is  expected  about  "Vay,  but 
the  peak  in  May  probably  v/ill  be  lower  than  that  of  May  1946  because  of 
the  smaller  1946  fall  pig  crop.     From  about  July  through.  September  slaughter 
will  be  seasonally  small.     A  greater-t  sonal  ris'-  in  hog  slaughter  s 

in  prospect  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1947,  rcfl-vcting  the  increased  1947 
spring  pig  crop. 

More  than  seasonal  reduction  in  pork  supplies  during  the  spring  ':-nd 
summer  vnll  be  a  strong  support  for  hog  prices  at  that  time.     But,   it  is 
unlikely  thet  hog  prices  vdll  be  much  above  the  carrent  high  levels,  partirj- 
ularly    in  view  of  the  substantial  increase  in  beef  supplies  in  prospect. 
Hog  prices  in  October-December  1947  probably  will  be  lov/er.     Prices  are 
expected  to  stay  above  support  levels  during  the  1946-47  hog  marketing 
year.     The  support,  announced  last  October,  i  s  an  average  price  of  |)14.2  5 
per  hundred  pounds,  Chicago  basis,  for  good  one  choice  butcher  hogs. 
It  varies  seasonally  from  a  lov  of  ^■12. 7  5  in  December  1946  to  a  high 
of  $15,75  in  September  1947.     This   support  lesvel  reflects  a  parity  of 
^^15. 10.     If  the  parity  price  for  hogs  on  March  15  exceeds  $15.10  per 
100  pounds,  the  support  price  through  September  1947  vdll  bv  increased 
proportionately.     Parity  for  hogs  on  Decembe^r  15  was  Cil5.  50,     Hogs  are 
thi3  only  meat  animals  for  which  price  supports  are  mandatory  under 
existing  legislation,   if  funds  are  available. 

Farmers'  cosh  receipts  from  hog  mr.  rketings  in  1947  are  expected  to 
be  slightly  above  1946,  but  below  both  the  record  of  $2.9  billion  in  1943 
and  the  $2.8  billion  in  1944. 
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Fricos  or  barrovis  cud  ,'"ilts  at  Cliiaago  declined  froKi  tho  reco  rd-hif;;h 
riverag-e  of  $24.78  oer  hundred  pounds  during  the  week  ended  ITovembor  30,1946  to 
nn  averag3  of  122,15  for  voek  ended  January  11,1947.   This  decline  follov.'ed  de- 
clines in  pork  and  lard  prices  at  retail  and  Y^iiolesale,    V/bolesale  pi'ices 
of  nost  fresh  pork  products  reached  a  peak  in  October,  and  have  since  de- 
clined materially.     iTnoli^s;.  le  prices  of  most  cured  pork  items  reached  a 
■pc.c-k  in  Hovenbor  but  have  since  declined  moderately.    1'Vholesale  lard  prices 
(prime  steam,  1-pound  cartons)  fell  from  a  peak  of  48  cents  per  pound  at  Chicar.o 
fl'.;rinr,  the  week  ended  October  If',  1946  to  26.6  cents  per  pound  during  the  week 
ended  January  11. 

Table  1,-  Hog  prices  at  Chicaf-o  compared  with  composite  wholesale 
and  retail  hog  product  prices  at  New  York  and  wholesale 
and  rotail  values  at  ITev:  York 


Yo.ar 
and 
110  nth 


1946 
June 
July 
Au^:ust 


November 

Dece!n.ber 


Avere  ge 
price  per  100 
pounds  ;-ood 
and  choice 
200-220  pound 
butcher  hogs, 
Chica.:  o 


Dollars 

14.85 
19.65 
22.44 


24.35 
23.48 


'Jompotite  pri'je     per  pound 
hog  products,  Nev;  York 


Valuo^of  products  f rom  ■ 

100  pounds  live  hoe,  T-yev;  Ycrlc 


uents 

24.67 
59 ,  4C 
44.11 


51.62 


:.nts 


30.20 
43.88. 
51.36 


58.34 


I'.'holesal'. 


Dol'lar  s 


Eetail  3/ 


Doll 


13.27 
21.22 
23.72 


27.76 
2  3,77 


15,90 
23.10 
27.04 


30.71 
28.38 


1/  Smoked , hens ,  bacon,  picnics,   fresh  loins  snd  carton  lard  combined  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  yields  from  live  v/eight. 

2/  Composite  average  of  semi-monthly  quotations  for  various  cuts,  including 
!•  rd,  combined  in  proportion  to  their  respective  yields  from  live  weight. 
'-/  Includes  lard,  v/holesple  based  on  53.78  pounds  and  retail  52.64  pounds. 
Source:     Production  and  -iarketing  Administration. 


The  seasonal  peak  in  weekly  hog  slaughter  for  the  current  season  apparertlj^ 
v.ras  reached  in  the  third  w:ek  of  Nov-^Tuber.     December  and  ^arly  January  slaughter 
continued  seasonally  large  but  belov/^  tha.t  of  a  yet.r  earlier.     Slsughter  undjr 
Federal  inspection  totaled  5.1  million  head  during  December,  7  percent  lers   '  h:.n 
a  year  earlier  and  the  smallest  for  the  month  since  1936  .  In  Ilovembv^r  fea illiy 
inspected  hog  slaugi  ter  was  the  larg-st  for  the  month  on  record,  er.cez^.  for  1943. 
Ty-ie  only  yerxfs"' since  1899  v.'hoh'' v"<Dvember  slaughter  Wus  greater  tfacoi  December  v/ere 
1911,  1934,  and-'l&-46;'^-     .  ■. 
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Wear  F.ecord  Number  of  Cattle  on 
Grain  Fcc-d  January  1 

A  noar- record  number  of  cattle  and  calves  v/as  on  grain  feed  January  1. 
The  osti^.ated  4.3  million  on  feed  was  2  porcent  more  than  on  January  1,  1946, 
and  26  percent  more  than  the  1937-41  average.     The  nwiber  on  feed  exceeded 
that  of  a  year  earlier  by  8  percent  in  the  Sast  iJorth  Central  States,  and  by 
2  percent  in  the  uest  North  C'^ntrcl  States.     Thiese  increases  much  more  than 
offset  a  reduction  of  5  percent  in  the  1/Vjstern  States. 

There  v/a  s  a  much  larger  proportion  of  calves  and  other  light  weight 
feeders   (under  900  pounds)  on  feed  in  the  Corn  Belt  on  January  1  than  a  year 
earlier.     Records  of  shipments  of  feeder  and  stockcr  cattle  from  4  leading  mar- 
kets show  a  large  increase  in  the  movement  of  stocker  and  feeder  calves,  cov/s, 
and  heifers  compared  v^/ith  a  year  earlier,  while  there  was  only  a  moderat'i  in- 
crease in  the  movement  of  steers. 

Ship!:v:nt£  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  into  8  Corn  Belt  States  in  December 
were  25  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier.     Shipments  of  feeder  and  stocker 
cattle  from  4  markets  in  e-arly  -January  continued  above  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Table  2.-  Csttle  and  calves  on  feed  in  principal   feeding  States 
by  regions,   January  1,   1937-41  average,  1942-47  l/ 


:     12  Worth  Ce 

ntral  States  : 

Year 

:     ^ast  North 

:     I'Vest  North: 

Other  : 

Total 

Central 

:         C  antral  : 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1937-41  average 

676 

1,725 

818 

■3,419 

1942 

961 

2,293 

931 

4,185 

1943 

993 

2,540 

912 

4,445 

1944 

905 

2,319. 

791 

4,015 

1945 

!  907 

2,662 

842 

4,411 

1946 

:  888 

2,448 

875 

4,211 

1947 

961 

2,  500 

84C 

4,307 

l/  --stimates  include  only  cattle  being  fattened  for  market  as  a  distinct  agri- 
cultural enterprise.     Cattle  fattened  in  small  operatj.  ons  incidental  to  dairy 
and  general  farming  excluded,  also  excluding  cattle  finished  on  distillery  slop, 
mostly  in  Kentucky,  and  on  byproduct  f .  eds  in  other  Ststes  cjid  large  numbers 
being  winter  fed  in  Yv'ost  Virginia,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  othur  states. 


-  7  - 


Cattle  slaughter  in  19^6  of  arour.d  19.3  nillicn  head  was.  less  than  in. 
eitl^er  19^5        19^^  tut  was  greater  than  the  kill  dijring  any  earlier  year. 
Federally  inspected  catr.le  sLaughter  in  19^6  totaled  11.  U  million  head  compared 
with  1^4-. 5  million  a  year  earlier.     However,  slaughter  of  cattle  in  noninspected 
plants  in  early  19^6  was  of  record  size,  and  for  the  year  as  a  whole  apparently'' 
was  greater  than  in  19^5. 

The  numher  of  calves  slaughtered  in  "both  l^h  and  19^5  exceeded  13 
million  head  and  set  new  records.    Slaughter  in  19^6'  is  tentatively  estimated  at 
about  a  million  head  less  than  in  the  two  preceeding  years,  hut  considerably 
ahove  that  for  any  other  year  of  record.    Calf  slaught«»r  in  19^7  is  expected 
to  he  again  ahove  average . 

Fed  Cattle  Prices  Prohahly  LoA>rer  in  19h7 

Average  prices  of  prime  and  choice  Com  Belt  "beef  steers  declined  from 
$33.57  per  100  pounds  for  the  week  ended  November  23,  I9U6  to  $28.87  the  week 
ended  January  11,  19^7  s-  decline  of  $l4-i..70.    The  decline  in  prices  for  good  grade 
steers  in  that  period  was  from  $26.10  to  ^2h.9k  or  $l,l6  per  100  poimds  .  Fiarther 
substantial  declines  in  prices  of  better  grade  fed  cattle  are  likely  as  marketings 
of  such  cattle  increase  through  the  spring.    Prices  of  lower  grade  slaughter 
cattle  and  feeder  and  stockers  are  likely  to  remain  relatively  high  through  the 
spring,  with  seasonally  small  supplies  for  market.    Such  cattle  make  up  the 
bulk  of  supply  in  the  fall.     Prices  of  lower  grade  cattle  are  likely  to  decline 
more  than  seasonally  in  the  fall.    It  is  possible  that  total  consumer  income  will 
be  at  a  lower  level  late  in  the  year  than  the  record  level  now  prevailing  . 
Also  at  that  time,  consumer  spending  for  food  may  be  a  smaller  percentage  of 
total  consumer  spending  than  now.    At  present,  many  consum-er  goods  remain  scarce. 

IQ^'^  Lamb  Slaugh+er  tc  b£  Eelow  19 U6; 

The  total  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  for  market  January  1  was 
estimated  to  be  6  million  head,  12  percent  less  than  on  January  1,  19^6, 
and  11  percent  less  than  the  average  number  on  feed  January  1  during  the  war, 
but  1  percent  greater  than  for  the  1937-^1  average.    Most  of  the  reduction 
from  a  year  earlier  was  in  the  l^i-  Western  Sheep  States  and  in  Nebraska.  The 
number  on  feed  January  1  was  do'.Ti,  compared  with  a  year  earlier,  by  12  percent 
in  the  Fast  North  Central  States,  5  percent  in  the  West  North  Central  States, 
and  20  percent  in  the  Western  Sheep  States  . 

Table  3 . -Sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  January  1,  average 
I937-I4-I,  annual  19^2- U7 


Year 


l937-'+l  average 

I9I+2 

19kh 
19U5 
I9i^6 
19^1 


11  Corn  Belt 

St-tes  : 

5  East  : 

6  West  : 

Ik  ': 

New 

North  : 

North  : 

Western  : 

York 

/Central  : 

Central: 

States  1/  : 

Includes  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas 


Total 


Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

1,225 

1,993 

2,709 

hi 

5,979 

1,083 

2,761 

2,978 

l.oi;9 

3,260 

2,596 

h9 

6,95^ 

1,031 

2,931 

2,506 

kk 

6,512 

950 

3Mh 

2,521 

36 

6,911 

1,033 

3,182 

2,585 

37 

6,837 

912 

3,017 

2,061 

39 

6,029 
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o3.e.u{^hter  of  sheep  and  lanbs  durlnf^  Jama^ry- April  will  be  hoj.ov  thrt  of 
a  year  eorl^'er^  reflecting  tho  srr.ller  ninibe:''  of  Iraiibs  on  feed  at  the  pc,^^'nn?''ng 
of  the  year.    The  19^'7  lamh  crop  alao  vill  t")  SiTiftllor  than  in  19^6,  teca^ir-.o  the 
number  of  breeding  eves  on  faxing  is  down  L-o  'che  lowest  level  irj  firound  20  yearg , 
As  a  renult,  lamb  slaughter  during  I9U7  <3nd  ir  or.rl;'-  liko  probabl;y  will  be  tne 
smallest  in  recent  years . 

Fewer  ineture  cheep  rre  expected  to  be  slaughtered  in  i9'+7  thr-n  in  1946 
when  sheep  slaughter  vac  much  larger  th-^in  usual.    Since  October  the  proportion 
of  sheen  ir  totjl  sheep  and  l;-jnb  slau^iter  under  Feder>-'1  I'.nspecticn  has  been 
declining.     In  Noveznler  19^6,  sheep  const ituccd  21  per'^ent  of  tott-l  federally 
inspected  sheen  and  lamb  slaa/^hter,  compared  with  33  percent  a  year  e-rller. 
The  proportion  of  sheep  in  total  slaughter  in  November  19^6  was  the  sm'-llcst 
for  the  month  since  19^1,  but  war:  greater  than  in  November  of  •'in^-  previous 
year  of  record. 

Total  sheep  and  Ihmb  slaughter  under  Federal  inpsection  during  rccember 
was  25  percent  less  th^an  the  relatively  large  slaughter  of  a  yecar  earlier. 
Slaughter  in  eprly  Jrinusry  continued  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

■  ■  In  view  of  the  prospective  small  supply  of  fed  3'ffibs  for  the  snring  mon-'ihe 

prices  of  slaughter  lambs  are  likely  to  advance  ceason-^lly  through  Lhe  snring, 
but  probab?>.y  will  decline  during  the  sucmer  and  fall  an  marketings  of  new-crop 
lojnbs  increase  seasonally.     The  decline  will  be  greater  than  seasonal  :*f  consumer 
incomes  decline  appreci?^bly . 

Despite  seasonally  reduced  slaughter  jf  sheen  and  lambs  "'.n  December  -and 
January,  good  and  choice  slaughter  lamb  prices        Chicogo  declined  modcritely 
from  the  record  high  everage  of  o^4.35  in  early  December.    Prices  of  good  and 
choice  slaughter  ewes  at  Chicago  in  December  and  early  January  ,  averaging 
around  $7.50  pe^'  100  pounds,    were  aro\Uxd  $3.25  lower  than  the  peak  w^-ekly  price 
of  mid-October. 

Feed  Grein  and  Ha;y  Supplies  Largo 

Feed-grain  supplies  wore  iarger  on  January  1  then  for  any  nreviou.-j  y'-ar 
of  record  except  19^3.     In  relation  to  th'^-  grain-consMXdng  'jnits  of  livestock 
and  poultry,  which  are  lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous  5  years  .  r.he  January. 
1  feed  grain  supplies  were  the  largest  of  record,  exceeding  thos^e  of  "ny  other 
January  1  by  at  least  7  perc^'nt.     In  addition,  T:he  feed  grains  are  mostly  of 
very  good  quality.    January  1  farm  stocks  of  com  were  17  percent  gre-  tor  then 
a  year  earlier  and  -..bout  a  fifth  larger  ':han  average.     Oats  atocks  on  farms 
January  1  were  8  percent  below  the  all-time  record  stocks  in  January  19-'+6,  but 
we-re  about  26  percent  above  the  1936-^5  average.    Hay  stocks  on  January  1 
were  the  second  largest  for  thet  date  in  10  years,  exceeded  only  by  those 
a  year  ago.      Procurement  of  feed  for  livestock  during  the  remainder  of  the 
current  feeding  season  will,  except  in  some  local  are^.s,  be  ma,terlj:.lly  easier 
than  during  the  past  three  or  four  years. 
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19^7  Meat  Output  Nt}^  jijXo-ocq.  2lh6  Production 
]]y  1  Billion  Pound? 

Total  me?t  output  in  19k'l  r.ay  "be  nearly  23  oillion  pc^Jinds  (dressed  me'-^-t 
basis).    That  vould  be  around  "1  ■billion  pcandc  more  than  production  in  19^6, 
tentatively  estimated  at  21.9  billion,  or  5  billion  T)ound3  more  than  the  1937-^1 
average  of  lesj  than  I8  billion  pounds .    Last  ^--eur  vas  the  fifth  consecutive  yea 
that  meat  output  oxcoed'3d  21  billion  pounds.    Production  readied  a.  peak  in  19^^ 
of  2h.l  billion  poimdr.  but  declined  to  22.9  billion  In  IQ^p,  and  was  further 
reduced  in  19^6. 

Beef  output  in  IQU7  may  set  a  nev  record  ,  pnd  l.~:  likely  to  bp  lar{To  dull- 
ing 1<^U3  and  possibly  10^+9.    But  lamb  and  mutton  production,  which  usur-lly 
accoujits  for  loss  than  5  percent  of  total  neat  supplies,  is  likely  to  be  smllei 
in  19''r7  than  in  19^6.  reflecting  'he  reduction  in  lamb  feeding  and  the  pror-pec- 
tlvely  small  19^7  lamb- or op^  ;  t. 

Pork  production  in  I9U7  probably  will  not  be  grertly  different  fron  iQhS. 
Vhethrr    t  will  bo  larger  or  smaller  depends  largely  upon  ^Jhether  the  increase 
in  slaugl-iter  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  yea.r  from  the  19^(7  spring  pig  crop 
offsets  smaller  slaughter  earlier  in  the  year. 

Pork  production  tn  the  yoai-  beginning  October  1,  19^7  probably  will  be 
greater  -^han  in  the  current  hog  marketing  year  because  of  the  es"':jj:aated  increase 
In  tac  nuirib''-r  of  sowo  farrowing  Iihis  spring.    An  increase  In  the  nu^iber  of  sows 
farrowing  noMb  fall  Is  also  likely,  as  hog  prices  probably  will  continue  higa 
relative  to  coi'n  prices  through  the  spring  and  e-irly  s'jmu-or. 

Per  caprta  meat  pi-oductlon  :n  19':-7  ie  expected  to  br  around  I60  pounds, 
about  5  pounds  more  than  that  now  estimated  for  19^5.     (See  cover  page). 
Per  cap! '  a  production  In  17^^-7  will  be  lower  for  lamb  and  mutton  than  in  19^6, 
about  the  saire  for  pork,  and  larger  for  beef  and  veal.  Per  capita  production 
of  all  meat  in  19h-7  will  be  about  the  s^me  as  in  1,^^2  and  1^'^'^';,  but  will  be 
below  the  peak  production  of  I7S  pounds  per  person  In  19^'*.    Per-  capita  meat 
production  in  19^^^  is  likely  to  be  above  thet  for  any  year,  except  the  recen"^ 
war  years,  since  at  least  I9I9.    Production  will  exceed  that  of  m-ost  of  the 
years  of  the  late  1Q20'.-;  and  1930 's  by  a  wide  margin. 

Total  meat  supplies  for  domestic  civil:' an  cons limpt ion  in  19'i-7  -'-^  likely 
to  average  around  I50  poujids  por  pe-'^son.    Thlc  would  compare  with  around  IU5 
pounds  per  person  In  19^4-6,  and  the  average  of  I33  pounds  In  Iv37-Ul.     It  would 
be  above  thPt  for  any  year  since  at  If^a.st  I9II.    Supplies  of  beef  and  veal 
per  person  will  bo  unusually  large. 
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Ta^jle  U.-Meat  ejid  lard  production,  average  1937-Ul,  and  annual  l°ih2-M'J 


Connnodlty 


:  1937-^1 
■  average 


I9U2 


19^*3 


iguu 


191+5 


Preliminary 


Forecast 
I9U7  1/ 


Beet. 

Federally  inspected   

Other  wholesale  and  retail. 


5,002 
1.971 


Mil.  It. 


2,2U9 


Mil,  lb. 


5.970 


Mil.  lb. 


6.655 
2.273 


Mil.  lb. 


7,2l40 
2,700 


Mil,  lb.      Mil.  lb. 


5.667 


225 

235 

213 

207 

217 

7.19s 

g,S31 

8.523 

9,135 

10,157 

9.200 

10,UO0 

Veal:  ! 
Other  wholesale  and  retail.; 

596 

3U2 
S2 

667  ■ 
399 
73 

597 
U80 
83 

926 

583 
?7 

323 
729 
83 

61+3 

1,020 

1.139 

1,160 

1,596 

1.635 

1,1+00  ■ 

1,500 

Lamb  and  mutton:  ! 
Other  v;holesale  and  retail.; 

710 

IU9 

26 

880 

lUo 

25 

958 

122 
2U 

gS7 
llU 

22 

913 
117 
23 

8U9 

Total 


Pork  excluding  lard  : 

Federally  Inspected   

Other  wholesale  and  retail. 

Farm  , 

Total   


gS5 

1,01+5 

l,10l+ 

1.023 

1.053 

9g0 

850 

5.530 
1.296 
1.713 

7.562 
1.571 
1,590 

9,308 
2/  2,260 
1.781 

9.1+56 
2/  1,697 
1.761 

6,387 
2/  1,331 
l.g2g 

6.627 

Total  meat: 

Federally  inspected  

Other  wholesale  and  retail. 
Farm 


8.539 


11,838 
13.758 


10,723 


15.1+56 
^.359 


16.833 
5.202 


12,916 


17,921+ 
1+.667 
2,079 


15.363 
5.377 
2.151 


10,300 
13.786 


10,000 


21.738 

2i+,l36 

2U,670 

22,891 

21,ggO 

22,750 

Lard: 

Federally  Inspected 

l,72l+ 

2,080 

2,367 

1.311 

1.3UI+ 

Other  wholesale  and 

retail.:  273 

312 

U9I 

356 

323 

  U67 

1+85 

Ugo 

i+gg 

 :  1.961+ 

2.1+69 

3.056 

3.203 

2.132 

2,163 

2.125 

2/  Includes  pork  from  some  animals  slaughtered  on  farms  for  non-farmers  and  slaughtered  by  or  for  non-farmers  for 
their  own  use. 


Table  5.-l'l''e8tock  slaughter  by  class  of  slaughter,  average  1937-1+1.  and  anniial  I9I+2-I+7 


Total 


Sheep  and  lambs: 

Federally  Inspected  

Other  wholssale  &  retail. 

Farm  

Total   


17+29 


17.609 
3.67U 

591+ 


21,877 


9.702 

21.625 

3.383 
_28 


9791^+  13.619 


23.363 
3,13^ 
-5IL 


21,876 
2,918 

_550 


25,586 27,070 25735 


13,1+88 


21,220 
2,850 

2U,S2 


Hogs;  '• 

Federally  lns^ected   :  41,223 

Other  wholesale  &  retail  ..:  10,903 
Farm  •  J-,3,i  516 


Total   :  65,61+2 


53.897  63,1+31  69,017  1+0,960 
12.117  2/  17,779  2/lU,0l6  2/  13.5^0 
12,1+63  ll+,063       13.826  1I+.051 


78.1+77 


95.273  96,859 


;,5ii 


12,100 
19.897 


72.1+00 


Commodity 

1937-'+l 
average 

'•  191+2 

;    19^3  ; 

igUU 

•  19U5 

;Prelimin?.ry 
;  iqli6 

:  Forecast 
:  191+7  1/ 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous . 

T"inus. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Cattle:  : 
Other  wholesale  and  retail.: 

9.999 

1+.651 

570 

12,31+7 
5.0I+7 
587 

11.727 
5.^16 
572 

13.960 
5.532 
570 

lU,538 

6,2U1+ 

590 

11,U13 

Total   : 

15,220 

17,981 

17.715 

20,062 

21,372 

19.300 

21,500 

Calves;  : 
Federally  inspected  : 
Other  wholesale  &  retail...; 

5.571 
3.122 
736 

5.760 
3.317 
625 

5.209 
4,111 

59I+ 

7.770 
5.2^7 

602 

7,020 
5,8SU 

Rgl+ 

5.830 

13.200 


23,300  20,800 
U1+,39U 


72,000 


1/  Based  on  Indications  in  early  January  191+7- 

£/  Includes  some  animals  slaughtered  on  farms  for  non-farmers  and  slaughtered  by  or  for   aon-fanners  for  their  own  us 
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Erport.3  and  shipnent^  of  in?at  in  li'^?  r-^jre  likel.y  to  "be  considerf^bl;|7  leca 
than  in  19-6.  end  only  a  sr??:!  I'raction  cf  the  exports  during  recent  var  years. 
'The  rernination  of  G-D''/om.Tienr  !?i:i^,'ing  for  relief  atro;  d  and  ^he  high  pricea 
for  meat  In  the  United  States  w^'ll  be  nic' jor  factors  reincin-?  exports  from  the 
hit^h  levels  of  the  past  6  years  .  ■ 

Exports  and  shipments  of  .T.cat  fr'^m  the  United  St'^tes  in  19^6  were  around 
1.4  billion  pcirids  dressed  raeat  "basis  comp  .red  with  1.2  billion  pounds  in  19^5. 
and  l.f)  billion  in  IQhh .     The  19^6  fig^ires  include  surplus  .-my  stool's  cf 
canned  meat  used  for  civiliam  relief  feeding  abroad.    Procv-renent  of  meat  by 
the  CCC  for  orpcrt  vas  large  in  the  first  half  of  I9U6  vhen  nost  cf  th-'  1^-6 
mett  exports  vere  made.    CCC  procurer.cnt  since  June  19'-!^6  has  been  very  snail. 

Meat  purchases  by  the  armed  forces  and  o^her  v\r  aj?encies  in  the  United 
States  in  1946  app':rently  totaled  -round  87O  million  pounds  (excluding  transfers 
to  •ther  agencies),  dressed  m'-^at  basis,  compared  with:  net  purchases  cf  3-(> 
"killion  pounds  in  19^!3  and  ^.2  billion  in  l^h-K  when  military  -purchases  vere  ?:t 
the  peak*    Tn  19^47  these  purcha-ses  are  likely  to  be  a.round  5OC  million  pou.nds. 

Cold-storage  stocks  of  moat,  especially  pork,  increased  materially  in 
Norenber  and  December.    Total  meat  •'~nd  edibl-:^  offal  stocks  in  public  cold- 
storage  warehouses  and  neai.  packing  T)lants  on  January  1  vere  reported  at  537 
million  pounds  compared  wlah  60h  m.illion  a  year  earlier  r-.r^d  an  --varage  of  69I 
million,  for  that  d'.^te  in  V^^ho.kG . 

United  States  im-Dor~.s  of  mea.t  probrbly  will  continue  to  be  negligible 
in  10U~.    Meat  expor'-.s  from  the  principal  exportin.g  countries  are  allocated 
chiefly  '.  o  the  United  Kingdom  through  int-rra- ticnal  agreement. 
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Livestock  prin'.^s  per  iC'i  pounan  (ey'^^eyt-  where  notc-fl^,  :!ifirk;ci;ln.r!.y  and 
slouj-ht^T  tjtatiotics,  by  i^psoi?;; ,  Dt  oombi.'X' ,  19'i6,  with  comparisons 


Item 


Cabhlff  and  cbIvos  • 
Bevi  r.teurf^  soJd  out  of  .rir?t  ' 
lisnds,  Ghica,^o: 

Choio-?  and  prime  : 

Good  t 

I'Aodium*   ..*.»..  •>.*«> 

GoTTJuon. ...«  

All  grades  ; 

Good  grade  cows,  Chice.go...  : 

Voftiors:  Gd,  aiici  ch.,  Chicago...: 
Stocker  and  feeder  steers 

Kansas  City  

Av.  price  received  by  farmers; 

Eeef  cattle, ,  ,  

Veal  calves  

Av.  np.rlcet  price.  Chics;©: 
Parrovvs  and  .^rilts...  


All  purchases..,.  : 

Ay.  price  received  by  farmers  ; 

lor  hO'7,c  : 

Av.  price  rf^coive<l  by  f<^;rinora  : 

for  c om  ''/^. •....«• ......  •.«..  : 

Hof--corn  price  ratio,  U,  S,  ^'Z  : 

"heey  end  "o^.Tibs  j 
Lfirb  5 ;  ■•j-  ■  ch. ,  Chicago 

Feed  •  •".g  Is-a'  s,  gd.  t-c  ch., Omaha  : 
Ewes ,  ^nd  ch.  ,  Chicago .....: 

Av.  nrice  received  by  fprmers:  : 

Cheep  t 

Lanbs   s 

BLS  index  retail  nie?.t  prices  ijy^ 

Index  in^CTi.    oi'  indu'.itrial 
v.'orV.erc  ?/  


}Tur.ibor  sl£u.gh.terod  'vdo 


Annual  : 

1945: 

1946 

19r'<7-.41 

:  19-^15  : 

19  40  : 

Deo . : 

TTo-/.  : 

Do  1  • 

Oo  1 . 

Del. 

Dol . 

r>o  1 , 

Dol . 

12.01 

17.30 

20.24 

17.89 

32,'^,") 

31.09 

10. 5E 

-IG.OO 

19,32 

16.45 

25.63 

25.28 

8.94 

14.12 

17.36 

1 4. 51 

19,63 

20.81 

7,59 

11.77; 

13.75 

11.70 

15,30 

14.68 

1C.47 

19,.  16 

16.59 

23.64 

2/  .19 

7.."P'  ■ 

14.01 

.15.04 

14.00 

■ic~.oo 

16.48 

10.34 

15,12 

16.87 

14.94 

20.23: 

2aa3 

&.  7)0 

1^.07 

15.69 

13.41 

16.  30 

17.63 

7.41 

12.10i 

A  5. 10 

11.50 

17.60 

17.40 

8.72 

IS. 2 01/1 5. 40 

12.  60 

17,30 

.  •17,40 

- 

14.75 

IF.  42 

14.76 

■24.19 

-  23.19 

1.3.0:,' 

i-'.;^d 

13.  '.:'6 

20. C7 

7 .  7 

14«66 

18.4<j 

14.66 

24.07 

22 .87 

7.59 

14.00i 

/  17 . 30' 

14.20 

22.80 

22.70 

;i09,7  iv'l'i]  *1  - 

in"  n 

J.  V.' .  •  u 

1  ''7  n 
J.    f  .U 

Lcc.  .U 

1.    «  o 

12.5 

xo  .  o 

9,82 

15.  4R 

18.  ei- 

14.64: 

/25.67: 

l/23.25 

1.70  5, 

/ir<.4B 

14.33 

17.77 

13.00 

4.4u 

7.69" 

8.24 

6.97 

G ,  Z'J 

7 . 50 

4.20 

0.351 

/  V.30 

5.9P 

7.72 

7,58 

8.28 

l"cOOl  /1 5. 40 

12. eo 

18.40 

18.60 

100.9 

131.1 

i:-1.2 

203.6 

120.4 


9C1  t,  7 


2/2.7     29.'.  3 


Fo'icro.l  L.T i-nectior  rnd  r/rrket  u"''.atist;Lcr 
'ihous . 


Cattlp   :  •},9<:>9 

Calves  :  5,571 

Pheep  ejid  If-nbs  :  17,609 

no-/  :  41  ,223 

Av^  Ijve  weij'ht  of  hogs,  ;  -1b,- 

'  markets   — — -~ 


Percent  packint;;  sows  are  oi' 
all  purchases,  7  mi.rkets  


Fct. 


i:,oi.is . 
14,?^''., 

7,020 
21,220 
'.0,960 

-ib.r 

— f!o!T 
Pet. 

9 


nious  « 
11,413 
5,830 
19,C97 
4  4,  .'•'9  4 
-lb.-  >lb.- 

U  7 


Thniu;,   p  o'ir-,  Thous. 

i7iic 


oat- 
1,80C 

c  t  "7  ■-; 
'-»•■' 


1,348 
656 
]  ,529 
5,431 


i ,  352 
591 
1,346 
5,135 


-  lb.-  -Ib.- 

Pet. 


5.0 


1^^  Simple  average  of  12  nionths.  2/  G'-nts  r-.ir  bus-v'l.  :'i;:n.b-''r  oi"  buEi.(;Js  of  -'orn 

equivalent  in  ^--alue  of  100  pounds  of  liv(^  lioj  s.   V  Vi/uole.i  Itcnbs,     5^/  Average  of 
pr'.ces  for  Jan.,  P'eb.,  Tfor.,  Apr.,  Aug.,  P'r.t.,  Oct.,  Jiov.  ,  nnd  Doc.    6/  Meats,  poul- 
try and  fish:Bureau  of  Labor  Statifvtics  ,1935-39*  too,  7/  19r''5-39«  loO, 


